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Before PAK, KRATZ and TIMM, Administrative Patent Judges. 
KRATZ, Administrative Patent Judge. 



DECISION ON APPEAL 
This is a decision on appeal from the examiner's refusal to 
allow claims 1-9, 14-16, 20-23, 25, 26 and 28-32. 
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BACKGROUND 



Appellant's invention relates to a bottle storage rack and a 
method of storage. An understanding of the invention can be 
derived from a reading of exemplary claim 1, which is reproduced 
below. 

1. A storage space comprising: 

a wine rack configured to be at least partially 
recessed in a wall and including a wine cradle 
configured to store a wine bottle with a stopper in . 
contact with a stored wine. 

The prior art references of record relied upon by the 
examiner in rejecting the appealed claims are: 



Claims 1-7, 9, 16, 20-23, 25, 26, 31 and 32 stand rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by Coglin. Claims 
8, 14, 15 and 28-30 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Coglin in view of Borgen. 

We refer to the brief and reply brief and to the answer for 
a complete exposition of the opposing viewpoints expressed by 
appellant and the examiner concerning the issues before us on 
this appeal. 



Coglin 



5,707,125 



Jan. 13, 1998 



Borgen 



6,361,129 



Mar. 26, 2002 
(filed May 19, 2000) 
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OPINION 

Having carefully considered each of appellant's arguments 
set forth in the brief and reply brief, appellant has not 
persuaded us of reversible error on the part of the examiner. 
Accordingly, we will affirm the examiner's rejections for 
substantially the reasons set forth by the examiner in the 
answer. We add the following, for emphasis and completeness. 

§ 102(b) Rejection 

At the outset, we note that appellant has stated that claims 
1-7, 9, 16 and 20 (Group I) stand or fall together as a group and 
that claims 21, 22, 25, 26, 31 and 32 (Group II) stand or fall 
together as a group insofar as those claims are rejected as 
anticipated by Coglin (brief, page 3)^ Claim 23 is grouped and 
argued separately. Consequently, we select claim 1 as the 
representative claim for the first claim grouping and claim 21 as 
the representative claim for the second claim grouping. 



^ Claims 8, 14, 15 and 28-30 stand rejected under § 103(a). 
In this regard, rejected claims 8, 14 and 15 are asserted by 
appellant as not being presented for review at page 2 of the 
brief not withstanding that those claims remain rejected under 
§ 103(a) by the examiner and are listed as rejected claims at 
page 2 of the brief. Thus, along with claims 28-30, we shall 
consider claims 8, 14 and 15 as standing or falling together with 
the third grouping of claims in the portion of this decision 
directed to the examiner's § 103(a) rejection because all of 
those claims are subject to that common ground of rejection and 
are not separately argued. 
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We observe that anticipation by a prior art reference does 
not require that reference to recognize either the. inventive 
concept of the claimed subject matter or the inherent properties 
that may be possessed by the prior art reference. See Verdegaal 
Bros. Inc. v. Union Oil Co. . 814 F.2d 628, 633, 2 USPQ2d 1051, 
1054 (Fed. Cir.), cert, denied . 484 U.S. 827 (1987). A prior art 
reference anticipates the subject matter of a claim when the 
reference discloses every feature of the claimed invention, 
either explicitly or inherently (see Hazani v. Int'l Trade 
Comm'n . 126 F.3d 1473, 1477, 44 USPQ2d 1358, 1361 (Fed. Cir. 
1997) and RCA Corp. v, Applied Dj-git^l Data Systems, Xpc, 730 
F.2d 1440, 1444, 221 USPQ 385, 388 (Fed. Cir. 1984)). However, 
the law of anticipation does not require that the reference teach 
what the appellant is claiming, but only that the claims on 
appeal "read on" something disclosed in the reference ( see Kalman 
V- Kimberly-Clark Corp. . 713 F.2d 760, 772, 218 USPQ 781, 789 
(Fed. Cir. 1983), cert, denied . 465 U.S. 1026 (1984)). 

Anticipation under this section is a factual determination. 
See In re Baxter Travenol Labs. . 952 F.2d 388, 390, 21 USPQ2d 
1281, 1283 (Fed. Cir. 1991) (citing Jn r^ Bor>d, 910 F.2d 831, 
833, 15 USPQ2d 1566, 1567 (Fed. Cir. 1990). In the case before 
us, the examiner has determined that Coglin discloses, either 
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expressly or inherently, a storage space meeting every limitation 
of the invention set forth in representative claims 1 and 21, and 
separately argued claim 23. 

Starting with representative claim 1, appellant argues that 
the wine rack and wine cradle features of representative claim 1 
are not met by the wall mounted cabinet disclosed by Coglin. We 
disagree with that argument because representative claim 1 is not 
limited to any particular wine rack configuration or wine cradle 
configuration that structurally distinguishes representative 
claim 1 from the wall mounted storage cabinet, including shelves, 
as shown and described in Coglin. In this regard, we note that 
representative claim 1 does not require that the wine rack or 
wine cradle be configured to hold any particularly sized bottle 
or to be shaped in any particular fashion that distinguishes over 
the shelf-containing storage cabinet of Coglin. Indeed, at page 
4, lines 29-31 of appellant's specification, it is made clear 
that appellant does not limit the terms "wine rack" and "wine 
cradle" as requiring any particular type of rack or cradle so 
long as the configuration selected allows, for storage of a bottle 
(of no particularly specified size) thereon in a position such 
that a bottle cork can remain in contact with a stored liquid 
(wine) within the bottle. Here, the examiner has reasonably 
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determined that the shelved storage cabinet of Coglin presents a 
structure that the claim 1 language reads on. 3g^f e.g., column 
2, lines 27-30, column 3, lines 20-50 and column 4, lines 17-61 
of Coglin. 

Appellant argues that the shelves of the Coglin cabinet are 
flat and would not provide a cradling function. However, 
representative claim 1 is not limited to a "'non-flat" wine 

cradle.^ As our reviewing court stated in In re Bigio. F.3d 

; 72 USPQ2d 209, 211 (Fed. Cir. 2004), "'Nevertheless, this 

court counsels the PTO to avoid the temptation to limit broad 
claim terms solely on the basis of specification passages. In re 
Zletz . 893 F.2d 319, 321, 13 USPQ2d 1320, 1322 (Fed. Cir. 1989). 
Absent claim language carrying a narrow meaning, the PTO should 
only limit the claim based on the specification or prosecution 
history when those sources expressly disclaim the broader 
definition." See , e.g., Liebel-Fl arsheim Co. v. Medrad, Inc., 
358 F.3d 898, 906-09, 69 USPQ2d 1801, 1806-09 (Fed. Cir. 2004) 



2 See pages 323 and 968 of Webster's II New Riverside 
Hniversity Dictionarv (New York, Houghton Mifflin Co., 1984) and 
the dictionary page referred to by appellants at page 1 of the 
reply brief for definitions of cradle and rack that are consonant 
with the examiner's view that the shelved storage cabinet of 
Coglin meets the structure (framework or stand) for supporting a 
wine bottle as required by representative claim 1. 
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(explaining requirement for an express disclaimer in either the 
specification or prosecution history) . 

Concerning the separately argued Group II claims and the 
representative claim 21 of that claim grouping, appellant makes 
substantially similar arguments, as those discussed above with 
respect to representative claim 1. In particular and with regard 
to the ''bottle rack" required by representative claim 21, 
appellant basically maintains that the shelf-containing cabinet 
of Coglin does not include ''the distinct features of bottle 
racks/' However, appellant has not acted as a lexicographer by 
providing a restrictive definition of the claim term "bottle 
rack'' in their specification that structurally differentiates 
representative claim 21 from Coglin' s cabinet structure. In this 
regard, the wall recessed cabinet of Coglin is of a size and 
shape such that the cabinet could function to store a bottle in a 
horizontal position thereon. For example, Coglin teaches that 
the cabinet depth exceeds the wall cavity depth (typically about 
four inches) and the width of the cabinet can be such as to fit 
between studs about 16-64 inches on center such that general 
household items can be stored therein. See column 2, line 27 
through column 3, line 50 and column 4, line 11 through column 5, 
line 50 of Coglin. 
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Consequently, we agree with the examiner's determination 
that representative claims 1 and 21 are jiJLima facig anticipated 
by Coglin, and with the examiner's view that the arguments 
furnished in the briefs do not persuasively refute that 
determination of the examiner. 

Regarding claim 23, appellant again argues that the asserted 
flat shelves of Coglin do not meet the wine cradle requirement of 
claim 23. However, for reasons discussed above, we disagree with 
appellant's viewpoint because claim 23 is not so limited as to 
exclude a shelf structure as disclosed in Coglin based on the 
wine cradle language. 

It follows that we will affirm the examiner's § 102(b) 
rejection on this record. 

§ 103(a) Rejection 
Concerning the examiner's obviousness rejection over 
Coglin in view of Borgen, we select claim 28 as the 
representative claim. Se^ footnote 1 above. Representative 
claim 28 is drawn to a method that requires the step of storing a 
bottle in a bottle rack with the long axis [of the bottle] 
substantially parallel to a wall plane in which the rack is at • 
least partially recessed. 
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Coglin shows a prior art partially recessed storage cabinet 
(rack) for storing household items thereon. In addition, Borgen 
evidences that it was known prior to the time of the present 
invention to store bottles on a rack or shelf in vertical or 
horizontal positions. Moreover, appellant acknowledges at page 1 
of the specification that it was well known to store a bottle of 
wine on the side thereof to keep the cork in contact with the 
wine. Based on those facts, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to use a 
recessed cabinet, such as disclosed by Coglin for storing a 
bottle on the side thereof in a position as called for in 
representative claim 28. This is especially so because Coglin 
(column 2, lines 27-31) teaches that the recessed cabinet can be 
located in a kitchen, garage, dining room, etc. for storing 
household items. That disclosure coupled with the known storing 
of sealed bottles on the side thereof would have reasonably 
suggested the claim 28 bottle storage method to one of ordinary 
skill in the art with a reasonable expectation of success in so 
doing . 

Appellant's arguments regarding a lack of a description of 
the claimed method in either Coglin or Borgen is noted. However, 
a finding of anticipation is not required for sustaining the 



Appeal No. 2004-2214 
Application No. 10/068,983 



Page 10 



examiner's obviousness rejection. Here, based on the facts of 
record discussed above, there is ample motivation for one of 
ordinary skill in the art to employ the shelves of the storage 
cabinet of Coglin for supporting a bottle with the long axis 
thereof in a horizontal position thereon. As such, we will 
sustain the examiner's obviousness rejection, on this record. 

CONCLUSION 

The decision of the examiner to reject claims 1-7, 9, 16, 
20-23, 25, 26, 31 and 32 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Coglin and to reject claims 8, 14, ,15 and 28-30 
under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over Coglin in 
view of Borgen is affirmed. 
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No time period for taking any subsequent action in 
connection with this appeal may be extended under 37 CFR 
§ 1.136(a) . 

AFFIRMED 




CHUNG KU PAK 

'Administrative Patent Judge 




PETER F. KRATZ 
Administrative Patent Judge 



CATHERINE TIMM 
Administrative Patent Judge 
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limney. 3. The top portion of the fronii 
ulai body, supponini the dashboard>^ 
t engine cowling, cowled, cowl^lj^ 
as if with a cowl. . ; 

bearing or supplied with a cowl : hoodiM 
• . . • :^>4^^ 
From its appearance of having been iicU^^ 
tuft of hair on -the head that grows: Ijili 
the rest of the hail and will not lie ^ 
\ removable meul covering for an aircfijp 
■ " 

iin') n. 1. An owner of cattle or a unii.^ 
, Chiefly Bfit. A cowherd. Vi:^'^ 
) n. A fellow worker. '"WM 
coarae plant of the genus Herac/eum; 
erica. ; • • • 

rA tropical vine, Vigjia sinensis,' hlui^M^ 
dtivatcd in the southern United Statei^jS 
inimal feed; 2. The edible pealike sceij^M 

I'paiz, /kdb^) n. [After William ''C6^' 
pair of jmall compound racemose ijil^^^^ 
igiiig into the male uredira. '.''V^^M 

/n/oj32Mi. A cowboy; 
ile horse ^uscd in . roundupsi 
i cohtagipus skin disease of cattle, cavi^ 
I and used to vaccinate humans agiiiii, 

i'chM) iL '/n/onMi. A cowboy. SH? 
ou're). j£, ri?J. -rie»: [Hindi kauri <:^# 
jn brig.] 1 Any of various tropical mij({ji||p 
;::ypraeidac, with glcBsy/ often brigb^ 
ch arc used as money in the South F " * 

vcral sharks of the family Hexanclj 
mperatc-seas.'. 

A shed for housing cows, - 
I cowsJyppc < OE cdslyppe r cil, coirMj 
Vorld primrose, Primiik veru; •: with ii^SM 
^malsh'marigold.■;; ;i / = "v . 
n usD. i& 4,cattle-jaising,area.^ ■> ' i^i^il, 
1 coxswain: — vj. & vt.?coxcd/cox4iiM 
or serve as coxswain for: . . '^^m 
e (k6k^<) [Ut;3 Xj4iwt The hip of jM 
^cnt of the leg of aur insect- or o^tt 
tachedta tbe body.^oz'al.^/; 
>) n. [COXCa) + ':ALGtAS] Pain in orM 
e'(:iik)-ad;;--.^.^ '- • Jr"" 
[ME cokkci comb, cock's comb.] X^liij 
cap resembling a cockscombi^ wb^ 

«, -skain-) n., pi. -iies; Rjhavior i 

^i^y^f i'-tnsQ Inflammation of thrl 

eroyirusi^diat produce a disuse r«M^9 

Jaraiiysis//' ' ' -'U ^^^^p 
') a [ME cokiwoyimc : :cok; cockS^I 
JO stecR a racing shyi -^^ 
^widned; ^waii^^iag, -swalBiL^^t 

3xswam:ttr.-::'':-:''t"'''^ '■ '^M^ 
v< 6ft: 'cidi'<\^:qui^as^ i 

aiy demure; 3; Annoyu^^yuiiiwi^^ 

^?hl^<9^{M tk>G j A prcdjSp* 
a wolf ahVl a western coyote, that Mi r' 

^umted states:;,;p 

;. ■' " 

coydog .-v-jW^ 
Approximately 2i/2 fuifi^, 
at ^oakteg. 



icr>ipet ebe ;iiw which ^/jj 
■• ,tpkw, forr ^di noise, do i 



coyote • craft uiiioii 




^:(kM;te, kiy) n. fMex. Sp. < Nahuatl cdyotl.] A woUlike 
P»J«*«*J>nimal, Cams latrans. common in western North Amer- 
P Ijn^ng eastward into New England 

^'"^^ ' TMex. Sp., dim. of 

^coyote.] A poisonous shrub, Xflnvjiukid humboidtiana of 
Irthweitem United States and Mexico '^'«"««« oi 

jg^pn^ pi .pus. [Sp. (South America) coipU < Arauca- 
^Ti^iA**'? beaveriike South American rodVnt, Alyoai5- 

W^'-X NUTRIA 2. 

Jl) a /n/ormflj. Cousin. 

l«t L tri.t'?'?^' ^ ^ means of^' 

S£ ^IP^'"?"** °' (someone).todo somc- 

l!?#?J?^rx^' cozening, -vi. To deceive, -coz'- 

Ml|0 co^y (ke'zg) fProb. of Scand. orig.] -.d;. -xi^,.zi^.t 
•Wf, ••i-ert. 1. Snu^! and comfortable : warm. 1 Characterized 
*dly intimacy. 3. Informal Characterized by close as^S 
Houi puiposes^<a cozy little arrangement> -.vi. -aded, -zy. 
^MtiJi!^^:^*^ ^raifl^- To try to get on inti- 

Mu^ ^ 'a"?" <worker5 cozying up to the boss> --a, pj 
^t^w. "^ ^J"'*^ or padded covering placed esp. ovir a 

^S?/^ "i^^^^"^ Q(UAKTERS).] code leners used. at the 
MIMU of radio messages intended for all receivers 

JWW^/or CHROMIUM. 

^!^^^!^ ^ f't^^'^ of various predomi. 

^wrtnc crustaceans of the section Brachyura within the order 
^/Characterized by a broad, flattened cephalothorax covered 
fiW.carapace and with the small abdomen concealed beneath it 
mi^!^/^''^ are large and pincer- 

«^"^4;?c"n. « the hermit crab or king crab. 

InfesutL^by 

ml:^' Cwfc- Cancer 4. 5. The maneuvering of an airciaft par- 
'° compensate for drift. «.^y.6f variSL 
WB» tor Handhng or hoisting heavy weights, —v crabbed 
rdSJ^n'.nt* 7^ °' hunt crabs. 2. To move sidc- 

ajicraft into a crosswind. ^vt. 
J JUWt (an aircraft) panially into a crosswind to ehminate drift 

it^T.V^ '''^^'^ ■ To strike the water 

gj^yf a stroke or to miss it in making one. 

»iS^rf;^^^'^' ^"^^ apple or its iTuiti iA quarrel- 

1 r!'^' ' f^?^ r'T' ^ '«A>nmiJ. To interfere 
•t»d niin^2. ;n/brm<ji. To find fault with. 3. To make ill-tem- 

tMS^' }'^ °f the -genus Pyrui. with 

^'^1?°'*'^'?; ^ <=diWe fruit of the crab 

lulled for making jelly. * w-o 

'^^9 y^ -l 1- Irritable and-pervcKe : hl- 

«*i;5C. "'i* understand. 3. Difficult to-read Kcrabbed 

^j^c ina n/^Christmas cactus. 

^W»»s(kriib'grjsO n.^A coarse grass of the genus Digitaria, 

T^'L"".^ other grasses in lawns. 

L iSriTn .n^"!: ^ /'^?'*"" P"^- infests the 

K ltlion and causes severe itching. 

i55i^ A made of crab-apple wood. 

1 cracking, cracka. [ME craken < OE 

• T ^^^^ snap apan. 2. To make a sharp, snap. 
S^?^fi; ° break without dividing into parts: 4; To chan^ 
« t'^?- ^i!^' as from emotion or hoareeness. --Used of 
f"* down : GIVE OUT. <.To move or go rapidly 
-^^Kk^^att»pspe«d> 7./nA)nniil. Tohaveaph^i^S 
l^?T *J"^***^ <finally cr^icked under the pr«sure> 
iiS^Jk ™^ simpler compounds.— vt iT To cau« 
fclSfcliS^it'^^^^K^^^^^ ^^^^ 0' split 

open.up for consumption ormse. 
W^-^ solution^to, esp.. after much effort <crflck the 
mr^^:^V^^^^:!'''^ '° "^•^^ «-^«/onndi: To tell (a 
^m'i J^hJj° ^^^^^ ^ °' physical breakdown, 

^.reduce (petroleum) to simpler compounds by cracking 
1" morc-^ forcefully to iregulate or restraS 
r-i^fnf T °" drivers> -emck np. 1. To praise 

^<not the great team they were cracked, up to be> ATo 
If ^or wreck Kaack up a shiny new motorcyclc> 3. To have a 

' •.TO expenence or cause to experience a great deal of 



amusement <Their jokes cracked up the audience > ~n 1. A 

&n«Krr ''''^ °' 2- A piWial spmor 

i A^hL^ shght, narrow space <a door that was op?ned° 
mtnt r^Lr^H'P; resounding blow. 5. A mental or physical imnSr! 
? An .ft.^T A cracking vocal tone or sound, as in hoaS 

crk^ha7,:L^;f ^ - -hlevementf iJiS?^^^<^ 
J—t'S*^*?^'^ (Jcrak'p-jak') fld/; & n. Slang, var. of CRACkeriacx 
"-^^ foolishlS^sane';^^ 

Sa^J^d rS^f f f« °^^"°»Pl« of.cracking down. 

cracKed stem n. A disease of the ce ery plant caused bv a d«fi 

swee«^d d^uth ^J 'A^^ thin crisp wafer or biscuit, usu. ofun- 
sweetened dough, 2. A firecracker. 3. A small cardboard cylinder 

Z^un^rZ^r inft^^ n«se When a pa,4r strip 

IS puued at one or both ends and torn. 4. One that cracks 
crack-er.ba™a.(kr3k'or-bar',l) ad/. [So caB^d be«use cracker 
we« beTf f ^" country stoL where such dfscuS^ 

dnn^5'l^ I ^P^"^ informal discu^ 

sion <cracker-barrel philosophy> - 

crack-eriack (krak'ar:jak) also cmck-a^ack (krflk'a:) r<CRAa 

Ut^^ f^^^,"" Tbenn.) decomposition, occ«. wid, 
MUm to ««iact low-boiling fractions such as gasoline -a£ tx. 

crack-Ie (Itiik'sl) v; -led, -Hag, [fre„. of crack l^vi 1 To 

cracwes^th wit> 3. To become covered With a networf of cncks 
-.vt l.To crash (e;g., paper) with sharp, snappine soKiS 2.^ 

-n. I. The act or sound of crackling. 1 A netwiirk of fine cMcte m 
the surface of glazed pottery, china, or ^ssviar? 

Ttt^kof:^^^''^'''''-"''^"^"'--*'--'^''*^ 

"ih^ra^'Sln^^Si?*^/ *-»^°<iuction of a succession of sligh. 
Ih^'J^^^.'^ Icwckling,: The ciisp bits that remTin 
or a g.S^- " " f'yinf the skir., 4!^'" 

cracMy (kriknj) ad;. Ukely to crackle : CMS? 

hard biscuit. 



gJSwcmt rththto^ tbthis ^cw .tir«ge ,y young 
=2hviman 9 about, item, edible, gallop,' cirem 



- u. Lnic cxoxnej.! 

*: cMckail*. Crisp bits of ftied pork fat 
crack-pot (ki3k'p6t0 n; A' bizane or eccentric Deison 
crack-np (krik'flp') it A wreck or colliSon; « W an aiii^ or 
^^^lT}^ '^^ ?^y^"^ <» mental br^kd,^ 
^^wy luff. [OFi. <r<ioe < xut. gratia < Gk. .kratifl itr^k. 
strengh, power] Govemmeiit : rule <merito<^> ^ ■ " 
cr^-«e (kradO) ri. [ME cradd < OEj lA S low bed for «, 
SS^rii^^frl" h"'" rockers, i a. He ea'SL'^^lS 
™7?t^7<4^? f .'^^ f"^" fc-Aplace ofbrigin-: 

thing, as a ship undergomg construction oi repiir 4. A friSSk 
or protecting an injured limb. 5. The part of a S^phone 

S^^"n'r'^^ °''*'^'^ receiver and m^uXpSS 
niworted. (. a. A frame pro ecting above a scythe for catchini mto 

f^me^TAtw *flrt"f)" "i'- A ^nhTegti/ppld 
a irame. 7. A low flat framework on casters, used by a meciianic 
working beneath a vehicle.* A bbxlike deVici fuSiSid ^Siick' 
ers used_for washing gold-bearing din. _v -^^^^ 
.,-yi..l.To place 0/ hold in or as if in a cradle, iibcare Sin 
.nfaqqr. 3.To reap (grain) with a cradle. 4. To place or^pt^ (a 

'h"^'y*S?,Sjr^^S"^'"^ 
5«^f,.?,t?* '^S'^'^'- W) ri. A lullaby. 
craft (krift) n. [ME < OE cr<B/t] l.SkiU or ability ear in Jund- 
work or the are. 2. Evasive or deceptive skill -.cv^S^t 
paoon, esp.,one requiring manual dexterity, b.The mmbeSw 

^nd^" cTrft^nfc craf«. To make by or as 5 lq, 

"I^f^"" (kraf B'man) n. A skilled worker who pnctices* itdt 
'p"^^""?" (Mffwdta'^) n. A woman who i. akUled In or 
"SS^S^r Sn(t ^ 



Rabbinic Hebrew • racket' 



bin. rabbi.] Of, rekting to, or characteristic of rabbis or their teach- 
ings, learning, writings, or language. — rab-bin'i-cal'ly adv. 

Rab*biii*ic Hebrew (rs-blnlk) n. The Hebrew language as used 
in the learned writings of csp. medieval rabbis. 

rab^biiinsiii (rabln-lz'sm) n. Rabbinical teachings and traditions. 

rab*buin8t (rabln-ist) n. A strict observer of the Talmud and of 
rabbinical traditions. — rab'biii'is'tic, rab'biji'it'ic (-itTk) adj. 

rab«bit (rabit) n.. pi. rabbit or -bite. [ME rflbet.] 1. A furry, long- 
eared, burrowing mammal of the family Leporidac, including the 
cottontail, or the commonly doinesticated Old World species Oryc- 
tolafius cumcuJus. 2. A hare. 3. The fur of a rabbit or hare. 4. Welsh 
rabbit, —vi. -bit* cd, -bitnns, -bits. To hunt rabbits or hares. 
— rablrifcr n. 

rabbit ears pin. Informal An indoor television antenna com- 
posed of two usu. adjustable rods connected to a base and swiveling 
apart at a V-shaped angle. 

rabbit fever n. Tularemia. 

rab'bit-foot clover (rablt-foot') n. An Old World clover, Thfo- 
lium arvense, bearing pinkish-gray furlike flowers similar to rabbits' 
paws. 

rabbit punch n. A chopping blow to the back of the neck; 
rab-blei (rSb'sl) n. [ME, pack of animals.] 1. A tumultuous mob. 
2- The lower classes. 

rab-ble* (rab'al) n. [Ft. rifWe. fire shovel < OFr. roable < Med. Lat. 
rotdbulum < Lat. lutdbufum < ruere, to rake up.] MetaUuigy. 1. An 
iron bar with one end bent like a rake, used to skim and stir molten 
iron in puddling. 2. A tool or mechanically operated device similar - 
to a rabble used in refining or roasting furnaces. — vt. -bled, -blins, 
-blca. To stir or skim (molten iron) with a rabble. - 

rab-blcr (ribOai) n. rabbles. 

rab*blc*rous-er (rSb'sl-rou'zsr) n. A demagogue. 

Rab*^-laj-6i-an (rib'o-ia'ze-an, -zhan) odi. 1. Of or pertaining to 
Fran9ois Rabelais or to his works. 2. Marked by broad caricature and 
coarse, ribald humor. 

Ra*bi (rii'b€) also Ra-bi*a (ra-bCa) n. [Ai. tahT\ spring.] Either the 
third or the fourth month of the Moslem year. —See table at calen- 
dar. 

raVid (rlbld) adj. [Lat. rahidus < tahere, to rave.] 1. Of or afflicted 
with rabies. 2. Fanatical : overzealous <a rabid sports fan> 3. Raging 
: violent < rabid hostility > ^ra-bid'i-ty (ra-bid'a-tC, rS-), rab'id- 
ncaa n. — nb'id-ly adv. 

ra'bies (r3'b€z) n. [NLat. < Lat. rabies, rage < rabere, to rave.] An 
acute, infectious, often fatal viral disease of most mammals that at- 
ucks the central nervous system and is transmitted by the bite of an 
infected animal. -»nlii-ct'ic (-ifik) adj. 

rac-codn also ra*coon (ra-kiR>n') il. pi -coon* or raccoon aho 
racoon. [Algonquian (Virginia) arathkonc.] 1. A carnivorous North 
American mammal, Procyon Jotor. with black masklike facial mark- 
ings, grayish-brown fur, and a bushy black-ringed tail. 2. The fur of 
die iaccoon. 3. An animal resembling or related to the raccoon. 

race* (r3s) n. [Fr., generation < OltaL razza.} 1. A local geographic or 
global human population distinguished as a more or less distinct 
group by genetically transmitted physical characteristics. 2. Human- 
ity as a whole. 3. A group of people united or classified together on 
the basis of common history, nationality, or geographic distribution 
<tbe Spanish race> 4. A genealogical line : lineace. 5. Biol a. An 
animal or pLint population that differs from others of the same spe- 
cies in the frequency of hereditary traits : SUBSPEaiS, b. A breed or 
strain, as of domestic animals. 6. A characteristic quahty, as the fla- 
vor of a wine. 

race* (ris) n. [ME ras < ON ids.} 1. a. A contest of speed, as in 
running, driving, or riding, b. races. A scheduled scries of suth con- 
tests held on a regular course. 2. A rivalry or competition for suprem- 
acy <the mayoral iace> 3. Rapid or steady onward movement 
<tbe race of time> 4. a. A swift or strong current of water, b. The 
channel of such a current, c. An artificial channel built to transpon 
water and utilioe its energy. 5. A groove or track in which a machine 
part slides or rolls. 6, A slipstream. — v, raced, rucin^, races. — vi. 
1. To compete in a contest of speed. 2. To move rapidly or at top 
speed. 3. To run too rapidly because of decreased resistance <a mo- 
tor that was rdcjqg> — vt LTo compete against in a race. 2. To 
place or enter in a race <]'U race my boat against youis.> 3. To 
cause (e.g., an engine with the gears disengaged) to run swiftly or too 
swiftly. 

race* (ras) il [OPr. rois. root < Lat. radix.] A root, esp. of ginger. 
race*coiii9e (rSsOcOrs') n. A racetrack, 
race'borse (r^s'hdrs') n. A horse bred and trained to race. 
ra*ceme (ra-sCm', i9-) n. [Lat. racemu5, a bunch of grapes.] Bat. An 

inflorescence in which sulked flowers are ananged singly along a 

central stem, as in the lily of the valley. 

ra*ce*inic (r3-5£'mlk, •sCmlk, t>) adj. Of or relating to a chemical 
compound containing equal quantities of dextrorotatory and levoro- 
tatory isomers so that it does not rotate the plane of incident polar- 
ized hgbt. ^rac'c-mism' (r^s'd-miz'sm, ra-sS'-) n. 

racemic acid n. An opticaUy inactive form of tartaric acid, 
CJitfOc'HjO, that can be separated into dextrorotatory and levorotat- 



ory components and is occas. found in grape juice during win* 
making. 

ra'ce'mi'fonn (ra-se'm3-f6rm') adj. hot. Racemelikc in form. 
rac'e*ini*za«tioii (ras'a-mi-zl'shdn) n. Conversion of an optical 1\ 
active substance to a racemic form. 

rac-cmose (ras's-mOs') adj. [Lat. racemosus, fuU of dusters < rui v 
mus. bunch of grapes.] 1. Bot. ResembUng or growing in a raccnn 
2. Anat Having a structure of clustered parts <racemose gUniK 
— rac'cmoscly adv. 

rac*er (rS'sar) n. 1. One that engages in races or is capable of khm' 
speed. 2. A swift, nonvenomous North American snake of the gcmu 
CoJubcr. 

race riot n. A riot caused by racial hatred or unrest. 
raccTuiiiier (ras'run'ar) n. A swift, highly active New World li. 
ard of the genus Cnemidophorm. 




raccnmncr 

9 inches long including tmi 



race*track (ras'trak') n. An often oval course designed for racin> 

race-way (ras'wa') n. 1. race^ 4c. 2. A usu. recungular conduit h. 
a building for safeguarding electric wires. 3. A racetrack. 

ra-cfais (ra'kis) n., pi ^his-cs or -chi^dcs (•k>dez') [NLat. < 
rhakhis, backbone.] Biol A main axis or shaft, as the spinal colintn^ 
or the central stem of an inflorescence. — ra'chi-al adj. 

ra-cbi*ti8 (rd-kTtis) n. [Ck. rhakhitis. disease of the spine < ilun 
his. spine.] Rickets. — ra*chit'ic (-kit^k) adi 

ra-cial (ra'shsl) ad/. 1. Of, relating to, or characteristic of a race •» 
ethnic group. 2. Of or existing between different races or eilim- 
groups <iTacial harmony > — ^ra'cial'ly adv. 

ra-ciaJ-ism (rS'shd-liz'am) n. Chiefly Biit. vat. of racism. 

racing form n. A printed program giving data about horse rat r*. 

ra-cism (rf/slz'sm) n. 1. The notion diat one's own ethnic stoc-^ 
superior. 2. Prejudice or discrimination based on racism. — rac'iai 

rack! (rfk) n. [ME rakkc, prob. < MDu., framework.] 1. A frauM 
work or stand intended to hold or display certain articles, esp.: a. A 
uiangUar frame for arranging billiard bolls at the surt of a giiiii> 
b. A recepucle for livestock feed. c. A frame for holding bombs n, 
an aircraft, d. An upright framework for holding cases of printiii> 
type or galley proof. 2. A toothed bar designed to mesh with an«tlt« . 
toothed machine part, as a gearwheel or pinion. 3. An instrument «>i 
torture for stretching and gradually dislocating the victim's b<Ki\ 
4. a. Intense anguish: b. A cause of intense anguish. 5. A set oi iim 
lers. — vt. racked, rack-inS/ racks. 1. To place (e.g., billiard KntUt 
in a rack. 2. To torture by means of the rack. 3. To torment <riii 
racked my body.> 4. To suain with great effort <racked tlnif 
brains over the puzzle > —on the rack. Under great stress or strain 
—rack up. Slang, To accumulate or score <rac:k tip points 
— rack'ern. 

rack' (rak) n. [Orig. unknown.] Either of two gaits of horses, tli< 
pace or the single-foot. — vi. racked, racking, racks. To p\ <•> 
move in a rack. 

rack* (rik) n. [ME rdk, prob. of Scand. orig.] A thin or broken by« t 
of wind-driven clouds. — vi. racked, racking, racks. To be drivn. 
by the wind, as clouds. 

rack' (rik) n. [Var. of wraCKi.] Destruction <rack and ruin 
BMgc: In modem usage, tack is an accepuble variant of wrarf 
meaning "severe damage." Thus, it is correct to write either raclt an..' 
ruin or wrack and ruin. 

rack* (rak) vt. racked, rack-ins, racks. [ME rakken < OI*n>v 
anacai < rata, stems and husks of grapes.] To drain (cider or win* 
from the dregs. 

rack* (rak) n. [Prob. < rack'.] 1. A wholesale rib cut of lamb l>« 
tween the shoulder and the loin. 2. A crown roast of lamb. 

rack and pinion n. A device for the interconvcrsion of lim-jt 
and rotary motion, consisting of a pinion and a mated rack. 

rack*et> ai50 racquet (riklt) n. [OFr. raquetu < Ar. rdljn 
palm of the hand.] 1. A piece of sports equipment consisting ot * 
round or oval frame with a network of tighdy laced strings and ^ 
handle, used to strike a ball or shuttlecock. 2. A wooden paddlr. j-- 
one used in table temiis. 3. rackets (sing, in number). A game .stun 
lar to tennis, played in a four-walled court. 
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